
Drip, drip, drop! Allow 
gravity to help you create 
an interesting work of art. 
Pipettes, straws, or small 
spoons are great for 
building fine motor skills! 
Placing your paper inside 
a shallow box will help 
contain your splatters! 

Take your toys outside on 
a sunny day and trace 
their shadows. Absorb 
yourself in the meditative 
process of marking their 
outlines. 

Playdough is a wonderful 
base for sculptures. 
Gather fun materials like 
pipe cleaners, beads, 
feathers, or dried pasta to 
accessorize your 
playdough. 

Use shaving cream as 
paint and the bathtub as 
canvas. Turn bath time 
into a sensational artistic 
experience. Tracing your 
hands through the foam is 
great practice for making 
circles, loops, lines, and 
zigzags—the building 
blocks of letters. 

Construct a rainbow using 
any materials you have on 
hand. Garden hose spray 
rainbow? Fridge door 
condiments rainbow? 
Rock collection rainbow? 
Sorting is a natural way 
for kids to learn math and 
descriptive words. 

Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Ages 0-5,  June 8th—August 14th Got chalk? Decorate your 
sidewalk, gate, fence, or 
door with an encouraging 
message to cheer your 
neighbors.  

Blast a fun song and see 
who can right the room 
the fastest. Cleaning up 
your dirty socks is much 
more fun when you “Let it 
go!” 

If pets are part of your 
household’s community, 
do something for them, 
too. Build a kitty condo 
out of cardboard boxes or 
bake dog biscuits. Your 
critter pals will adore 
being pampered! Don’t 
have pets of your own? 
Treat your local birds to a 
peanut butter and 
birdseed-covered 
pinecone. 

Sing a lullaby to a pet, 
stuffed animal, or family 
member. Lullabies help 
us feel loved and safe. 
Our favorites are “Twinkle 
Twinkle Little Star” and 
“You Are My Sunshine.” 
What’s your favorite? 

Draw a picture to brighten 
someone’s day. Give it to 
a community helper like a 
police officer, teacher, 
firefighter, healthcare 
worker, grocery store 
clerk, or custodian. Who 
did you share your art 
with? 

Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Ask someone you love to 
tell you a story about 
when they were little. 

Read a story to a pet or a 
favorite stuffed animal. 
Even pre-readers can tell 
the story of a book before 
they can read the words. 

Get cozy inside a blanket 
fort or a box and read a 
book by a flashlight. Make 
sure your favorite stuffed 
animal gets in on the fun, 
too! 

Retell a favorite story 
using puppets, 
playdough, or stuffed 
animals. Build those 
narrative skills! 

Get out your scissors, 
tape, and newspapers: it’s 
costume time! Using 
whatever materials you 
have on hand, create a 
dress-up outfit and go 
play. Dramatic play is one 
of the best ways to 
develop children’s 
vocabulary and narrative 
skills, essential parts of 
learning how to read! 

Collaborate with a family 
member to read a picture 
book, making up sound 
effects as you go along. 
Whoosh! Scritch-Scratch!      
Ka-BLAM! 

Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Recreate a recipe from a 
story. What will it be: 
green eggs and ham, 
Strega Nona’s infinite pot 
of pasta, or Bruce 
Bogtrotter’s chocolate 
cake? 

Paper isn’t the only thing 
to cut with scissors! 
Practice your slicing skills 
by cutting up cooked 
spaghetti noodles in a 
bowl or shallow tub. 

String together a dried 
pasta necklace. Pipe 
cleaners, plastic lacing 
string, or even a string 
with a little masking tape 
aglet work great. Kids 
love working on those fine 
hand movements, hand-
eye coordination, and 
pattern making skills. 

Play with a kitchen 
sensory bin! Place some 
cereal, rice, lentils, or 
beans in a box and 
experiment with funnels 
and other kitchen utensils. 
Scooping, pouring, 
transporting, and grinding 
are all natural ways that 
children learn through 
play. What materials did 
you play with in your 
sensory bin? 

Be a food adventurer and 
taste something you have 
never tried before! What 
did you try? What was the 
experience like? 

Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Keep updated on all 
things ImagineIF. 
Follow us on: 

Explore, Create, and Read 

All Summer Long! 
This year, we're trying something new!   

You are holding our on-the-go gameboard for 
participants with limited access to internet. 
Challenge yourself to complete at least five 
activities listed below each badge. Check them off 
to earn that badge. Earn at least eight badges to 
win an ImagineIF patch to stitch to your backpack, 
an entry into a grand prize drawing for one of 
three $75 gift certificates to Kalico Art Center, and 
a sweet treat from a local business.  

Will you complete a badge a week or pick and 
choose activities from different badges all summer 
long? The only rule is have fun! Bring your 
completed gameboard into any ImagineIF location 
to redeem your prize! 

For our interactive online Summer Experience with 
even more fun ideas and activities visit: 

imagineiflibraries.org/summer-experience  
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Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Can you spot a butterfly 
or caterpillar? Go on a 
bug hunt and draw a 
picture of what you see. 

Plant some seeds, give 
them a little water, light, 
and love. Watch them 
sprout, leaf out, and grow, 
exploring botany in a 
tangible, pint-sized way. 

Pick a bunch of 
dandelions and let your 
imagination take over. 
Dandelion soup anyone? 
Destruction (grinding, 
ripping) and 
transformation (steeping 
tea, mixing with mud) are 
essential ways that 
children begin to 
understand the world 
around them. 

Gather materials outside 
to make a nature 
sculpture with playdough.  
Pinecones, small sticks, 
pine needles, and flowers 
are great materials. 

Open a “mud pie café.” All 
you need is a little bit of 
dirt, water, and some old 
dishes! 

Put a piece of masking 
tape around your wrist, 
sticky side out.  Go for a 
walk and collect natural 
items that can stick to 
your “bracelet.” 

Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Build a track for a ball or a 
car using blocks, boxes, or 
wood scraps. How do 
your toys roll through it? 
Gravity? A push from your 
hand? A gentle breeze 
from your breath? Tinker 
with physics. 

Construct a miniature 
shelter for a tiny being. 
How will you make it 
cozy? Can you keep out 
the weather? What 
materials will you use?  

Engineer a tunnel to crawl 
through using cardboard 
boxes, blankets, and 
furniture. How long will 
your tunnel grow? 

Got bubble wrap? Jump, 
roll, and pop to your 
heart’s delight! Or splash 
on some paint and use it 
to make prints. What else 
can you think to do with 
bubble wrap? 

Read a book about 
making. Does the 
character construct a 
house? Sew clothes? 
Design a space suit? 
What book did you read 
and what did it inspire you 
to make or draw? 

Build a tower using 
materials found around 
the house: plastic cups, 
craft sticks, index cards, 
playing cards, and tinfoil. 
Can your tower hold a 
small toy at the top 
without falling over? 

Construct a ramp with 
wood or cardboard and 
experiment sending 
different items down the 
chute. How does a ball 
roll? How does a stick 
roll?  

Dig a hole or go out after 
the rain and find some 
worms. How many did 
you find? Measure them 
with a ruler, or trace their 
length on a piece of 
paper. Don’t forget to put 
your worm friends back in 
the dirt when you are 
finished! Measuring is a 
great way to explore early 
math skills. 

Mix up a batch of bubble 
solution and play outside! 
What materials do you 
have around the house 
that could be made into 
bubble wands? Tinker 
with the ingredients until 
you get it just right! 

Read a book about 
animals to someone in 
your family. It doesn’t 
matter if you can’t read 
the words yet. We bet 
you can retell a favorite 
story just by looking at the 
pictures! Reading books 
this way is one of the best 
ways to get ready to read. 

Make your own slime and 
revel in its ooey-gooey 
chemistry.  

A small stream of water 
means hours of fun! Allow 
a trickle of water to come 
out of a hose on a 
sidewalk or driveway. Can 
you change the direction 
the water is flowing? 

Use a kiddie pool or a 
large plastic tub to make 
an outdoor water table. 
Add some toys and 
discover what floats and 
what sinks. 

Spray the sidewalk with 
the hose, draw a picture in 
chalk, and repeat! What 
do you notice about 
coloring on a wet 
sidewalk? 

Freeze small toys in an 
ice cube tray then add 
them to an outdoor water 
table. Enjoy rescuing the 
toys by spritzing the ice 
cubes with a spray bottle 
filled with warm water. 

Make your own popsicles! 
Pour some liquid in a 
mold, pop in a stick, and 
freeze. Frozen root beer 
floats? Homemade 
creamsicles? Spicy 
watermelon and lime? 
Hot summer days never 
felt so good. 

Read a book about water 
science, a story that takes 
place in the ocean, or a 
tale about water-dwellers.  

Have a dance party 
outside, maybe even 
barefoot in the grass. 
Invite your family to join 
you! 

Create an obstacle course 
inside or outside using 
materials found around 
the house. Jump over 
boxes, walk on a taped 
path, and crawl through 
laser beam strings. 

Hike on a dirt path or trail. 
We love Lone Pine State 
Park, Herron Park, and 
Lawrence Park. Where 
did you go? What was the 
coolest thing you saw? 

Run, hop, and crawl 
through the sprinkler. 
Kersplash! 

Toss and catch! Play any 
kind of game with any 
type of ball. Gross and 
fine motor coordination 
comes from years of 
joyful practice. 

Practice balancing on a 
log or rock. Then try it on 
only one foot. Can you do 
it while closing your eyes? 
While singing a song? 

Play with balloons! How 
long can you keep one in 
the air? How about two? 
Use a paper plate for a 
paddle and play a game 
of balloon tennis! 

Count your steps! How 
many steps do you take 
to walk around your 
house? Or use a stop 
watch to see how many 
minutes it takes. 

Gather a bunch of sticks 
and lay them out in order 
of shortest to longest.  
Measure them with a ruler 
or tape measure. 

A cairn is a human-made 
pile of stones, often used 
as a landmark. Tinker 
different arrangements 
and see how tall your 
cairn can grow! How 
many stones can you 
stack before your cairn 
collapses? 

Create a brilliant artwork 
on a sidewalk for the 
whole neighborhood to 
enjoy using chalk and 
tape. 

Can you sort items by 
shape? Construct your 
own 3D shape sorter 
using a cardboard box 
and some duct tape. 

Enjoy collecting rocks or 
pinecones? Lay your 
treasures out on the floor 
and count them. Take it a 
step further by making a 
counting chart. 

How many picture books 
can you read in one day? 


