
Scour your home for 
printmaking materials. Carve 
up a potato, slice a sponge, 
or splat your hands in the 
mud. Prints are a great way 
to play with mirror image, 
positive/negative space, 
geometry, and tessellation.  

Construct a rainbow using 
any materials you have on 
hand. Garden hose spray 
rainbow? Fridge door 
condiments rainbow? Rock 
collection rainbow? We are 
here for it!  

Make art a daily part of your 
creative routine. Challenge 
yourself to draw, paint or 
collage a new project every 
day for a week. Perhaps 
you’ll be inspired by a 
famous artist’s style or you’ll 
explore a new medium. 
When your collection is 
ready, display it in a home 
gallery and invite your family 
to the exhibit’s opening. 

Make a mural! Tape together 
brown paper bags, grab a 
piece of butcher paper, or 
even use some old giftwrap. 
Maybe you’ll choose to 
collage, draw, paint, or even 
splatter paint! Whatever you 
make, make it on a big scale, 
perhaps experimenting with 
multiple art techniques and 
adding to it over time.  

Make art that tells a story. 
Pop on your favorite 
audiobook or album and let 
the words and music inspire 
your creative flow. Maybe 
you’ll illustrate a twist ending 
to a familiar story or decide 
that “The Rainbow 
Connection” is best sung by a 
purple hippo. You’re in 
charge! 

Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Explore, Create, and Read 

All Summer Long! 
This year, we're trying something new!   

You are holding our on-the-go gameboard for 
participants with limited access to internet. 
Challenge yourself to complete at least five 
activities listed below each badge. Check them 
off to earn that badge. Earn at least eight 
badges to win an ImagineIF patch to stitch to your 
backpack, an entry into a grand prize drawing for 
one of three $75 gift certificates to Kalico Art 
Center, and a sweet treat from a local business.  

Will you complete a badge a week or pick and 
choose activities from different badges all summer 
long? The only rule is have fun! Bring your 
completed gameboard into any ImagineIF location 
to redeem your prize! 

For our interactive online Summer Experience with 
even more fun ideas and activities visit: 

imagineiflibraries.org/summer-experience  

Ages 6-10,  June 8th—August 14th 
Make a greeting card and 
send it to someone you 
love. To send a little extra 
love out into the world, 
write a second card and 
send it to a resident of a 
nursing home. Everybody 
loves getting mail! 

Got chalk? Decorate your 
sidewalk, gate, fence, or 
door with an encouraging 
message to cheer your 
neighbors.  

Spend some time on the 
phone or a video chat with 
someone who needs 
cheering up—maybe you 
could read them a story, tell 
a couple jokes, or solve a 
puzzle together. Maybe try 
teaching a distant family 
member about face filters! 

Clean-up race: Set a timer 
or put on a song to see who 
can right the room the 
fastest. For an added 
challenge, take it outside—
grab a garbage bag and 
some disposable gloves 
and speed clean the 
neighborhood! 

If pets are part of your 
household’s community, do 
something for them, too. 
Build a kitty condo out of 
cardboard boxes or bake 
dog biscuits. Your critter 
pals will adore being 
pampered!  Don’t have pets 
of your own? Treat your 
local birds to a peanut 
butter and birdseed-
covered pinecone.  

Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Get out your scissors, hot 
glue, and newspapers: it’s 
costume time! Using 
whatever materials you 
have on hand, create an 
immersive look for a 
beloved familiar character 
or a character of your own 
design. Will you make 
clothing? Armor? Makeup? 
Props? Treat your family to 
a fashion show when you’re 
done. 

Bust out your best 
cartography skills and make 
a treasure map, maybe of 
your neighborhood or the 
world of a favorite story. 
Age your paper by soaking 
it in tea or coffee, tear the 
edges, and rub dirt and oil 
on it. A dab of ketchup 
makes it look like your map 
was involved in a battle on 
the high seas. Don’t forget, 
X marks the spot! Shiver me 
timbers! 

Collaborate with a family 
member to read a picture 
book, making up sound 
effects as you go along. 
Whoosh! Scritch-Scratch! 
Ka-BLAM! 

Chronicle a week in the life 
of your family with your 
very own newspaper. 
Sketch pictures, cover 
breaking news, land those 
crucial interviews, and even 
create your own comics. 
Your family will love to read 
all the news that’s fit to 
print! 

Ask someone you love to 
tell you a story about when 
they were little. 

Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Go on a picnic. Whether 
your destination is your 
yard or someplace wilder, 
revel in the feeling of sun 
on your face, earth beneath 
your feet, and wind in your 
hair. 

Recipe adventure: with 
adult approval, pick 5 
random ingredients and 
invent your own recipe. For 
an additional challenge, let 
your adult choose some of 
the ingredients. Make your 
special dish. How does it 
taste?  

Help someone at home 
make a meal. Bonus points 
for setting the table and 
helping wash up! 

Be a food adventurer and 
taste something you have 
never tried before! What 
did you try? What was the 
experience like? 

No bake cookies? Yes 
please!  Find a recipe for No 
Bake Cookies and make it. 

Play with your food, 
transforming your plate into 
an artistic experience. 

Read a book that depicts a 
delicious feast. We love 
Thank You, Omu by Oge 
Mora, available on Hoopla. 

Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Keep updated on all 
things ImagineIF. 
Follow us on: 
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Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Make a nature journal. 
Then find animal tracks 
and sketch them. Can you 
identify what kinds of 
animals traveled by? 

Make a temporary art 
installation outside. 
Rocks, sticks, leaves, pine 
needles, bark, cones, and 
water are your medium.  

Plant a seed and watch it 
grow. How long does it 
take to germinate? When 
do the first leaves 
appear? Track its 
progress on a calendar or 
in your nature notebook.  

Choose a special sit spot 
somewhere outside. Sit in 
your spot for a few 
minutes each day this 
week and write down 
everything you see and 
hear in your nature 
journal. 

Find an open pinecone, 
soak it in water for about 
15 minutes, and see how 
it transforms! What are 
your predictions and 
observations? Pinecones 
hide seeds that travel by 
wind under their scales. 
Why do you think the 
pinecone reacts to water 
this way? 

Learn to identify three 
birds by their songs and 
describe their chirps, 
tweets, and squawks in 
your nature journal.  

Complete 5 activities to earn this badge

Construct a miniature 
shelter for a tiny being. 
How will you make it cozy? 
Can you keep out the 
weather? What materials 
will you use?  

Can you design and build a 
bridge to span a river six 
inches wide? What shape 
of bridge is strongest? 
How much weight can it 
support? Can you make or 
find some tiny figures to 
cross your bridge? Will 
boats be able to travel 
under it? Use whatever 
materials you have on 
hand- just get to tinkering! 

Got bubble wrap? Jump, 
roll, and pop to your heart’s 
delight! Or splash on some 
paint and use it to make 
prints. What can you think 
to do with bubble wrap? 

How long does it take for 
trash to decompose? Place 
a piece of fruit or veggie 
waste, a strip of cardboard, 
and a piece of plastic in the 
ground, partially covering 
each one with dirt. Make a 
hypothesis of what you 
think will happen, and then 
observe your experiments 
over the course of weeks 
and months. 

Build a track for a ball or a 
car using blocks, boxes, or 
wood scraps. How do your 
toys roll through it? 
Gravity? A push from your 
hand? A gentle breeze 
from your breath? Tinker 
with physics. 

Mix up a batch of bubble 
solution and play outside! 
What materials do you 
have around the house 
that could be made into 
bubble wands? Tinker 
with the ingredients until 
you get it just right! 

Make your own slime and 
revel in its ooey-gooey 
chemistry.  

Construct an indoor 
blanket fort and read by 
flashlight or head outside 
and create your perfect 
secluded reading nook. 
What book did you read? 

Become a botanist and 
identify three plants in 
your neighborhood, 
perhaps sketching them 
in your nature journal.  

Stay up late, grab a 
blanket, and reach for the 
stars. Identify three 
constellations in the 
beautiful night sky. Our 
favorite free stargazing 
app is Star Walk. 

Become a rocket science 
and learn how to make 
and launch rockets in 
your own backyard! How 
high and far can you 
make your rockets travel?  

Dance barefoot in the 
rain, in the sprinkler, or in 
a creek… Get your feet 
wet and send droplets 
flying! 

Learn to skip rocks. Is it 
science? Is it magic? A 
little bit of both? 

Build a boat! Any size, any 
materials, it just has to 
float. Will you test it in a 
pond or a puddle, a creek 
or your bathtub? Can it 
carry cargo? How long 
can it stay afloat? Tinker 
until you get it just right. 

Construct a dam, a moat, 
a canal, or a miniature 
lake. Interfere with where 
water wants to flow and 
stick around to see what 
happens! You can play 
engineer anywhere water 
flows: a puddle, a wading 
pool, a creek, a river bank, 
a lake shore, or even the 
kitchen sink. 

It’s time to play Freeze 
Dance! Put on a favorite 
song and have a family 
member push pause 
randomly. When the 
music stops, freeze in 
your pose until the music 
begins again. 

Keep a weather diary for 
a week. Sketch the 
clouds, describe the 
temperature, and notice 
the wind on your skin. 
What was the experience 
of paying such close 
attention to the weather 
like? 

Read or listen to a book in 
which the main character 
has to overcome an 
athletic challenge. For 
ideas check out William 
Steig’s Brave Irene, 
Richard Cowdey’s Fiona: 
The Hippo, or Pax  by Sara 
Pennypacker on Hoopla. 

Stretch your brain and 
learn to play a new card 
game or board game. 
Play with someone in 
your home or devise a 
way to play over the 
phone or a video chat 
with someone far away. 
Whether you play Uno, 
Yatzhee, or Mancala, it’s 
game night. 

Put on a silly outfit and 
lead your family in an 
aerobics class. Keep 
going until everyone 
collapses in giggles! 

Embark on a week of 
gratitude! Before bed 
every night for a week, jot 
down or sketch three 
things for which you are 
grateful. At the end of the 
week, post your 21 
Fabulous Things next to 
your bed or on your 
bathroom mirror to lift you 
up on a tough day. 

Go for a walk on a dirt 
trail. What was the 
coolest thing you saw? 

Make a crossword puzzle 
and challenge a family 
member to complete it.  

Read or listen to a 
mystery book. If you don’t 
have one on hand, go to 
Montana Library2Go, 
Hoopla, or Tumblebooks 
at imagineiflibraries.org. 
We recommend 
Encyclopedia Brown, 
Hank the Cowdog, 39 
Clues, and The Westing 
Game. 

Take the Marshmallow 
Engineering Challenge! 
What kinds of geometric 
shapes and structures 
can you make using mini 
marshmallows and dry 
spaghetti? What about a 
two-story structure? 
What’s the tallest 
structure you can build 
with 20 marshmallows 
and 25 connectors? 

Make a maze on paper, 
using cardboard, or even 
chalked on concrete. Can 
you bamboozle your 
family with false 
pathways and dead ends? 

Make a 3-D model of a 
place you know well. Your 
bedroom? Your house? 
Your neighborhood? Use 
blocks, LEGOs, sticks, or 
rocks—whatever you 
have. For an added 
challenge, hide a penny 
somewhere in the real-life 
place, put an X-marks-the
-spot on your model, and 
challenge your family to 
find the penny! 


