
Dig in to the dirt and feel the satisfaction of watching something 
sprout! Grow something—anything! (Tip: if you can eat what you 
produce, you’ll also have completed an activity for the Go Outside 
badge!) 

Life can feel like an emotional roller-coaster sometimes. Explore 
using a mood tracker in a journal to help get in touch with your 
mental health, relieve stress, and practice mindfulness. Try it for a 
week or a month and see how you feel! 

Give your taste buds an adventure by trying a food you’ve never had 
before. Bonus points if you cooked the food yourself or tried 
something outside of your comfort zone.  

Expand your mind! Read or listen to a nonfiction book found in the 
000-499 section of the library. You can start practicing a new 
language, get creeped out by true crime, explore world religions, 
immerse yourself in the social movements of the past, or learn about 
the human psyche. 

Bake something from scratch that uses five or more ingredients. If 
you’re not sure where to start, ask a loved one to share their favorite 
recipe or check out a cookbook from the library, Hoopla, or Montana 
Library2Go. 

Channel your inner Beatrix Potter by starting your own nature study 
journal. Use a notebook to document your observations of the plant 
and animal species you see. For an added challenge: draw the same 
plant each day for a week. Compare your first drawing to your 
seventh—what changed? What have you learned about that plant 
just from observing it every day and drawing it over and over? 

Make your own popsicles! Pour some liquid in a mold, pop in a stick, 
and freeze. Frozen root beer floats? Homemade creamsicles? Spicy 
watermelon and lime? Hot summer days never felt so good. 

Conduct a DIY boat race! Make at least two boats out of odds and 
ends from around your house and see which boat travels the fastest 
and farthest in moving water. Keep in mind buoyancy, water current, 
and windspeed. 

Make a book! 

Make your own slime and revel in its ooey-gooey chemistry. 

Explore, Create, and Read 

All Summer Long! 
This year, we're trying something new!   

You are holding our on-the-go gameboard for 
participants with limited access to internet. 
Challenge yourself to complete at least eight 
activities listed below each badge. Check them off 
to earn that badge. Earn all five badges to win an 
ImagineIF patch to stitch to your backpack, an 
entry into a grand prize drawing for one of three 
$75 gift certificates to Kalico Art Center, and a 
sweet treat from a local business.  

Will you complete a badge a week or pick and 
choose activities from different badges all summer 
long? The only rule is have fun! Bring your 
completed gameboard into any ImagineIF location 
to redeem your prize! 

For our interactive online Summer Experience with 
even more fun ideas and activities visit: 

imagineiflibraries.org/summer-experience  

Ages 11-18,  June 8th—August 14th 
Complete 8 activities to earn this badge

Keep updated on all 
things ImagineIF. 
Follow us on: 

Be a good neighbor! Put on some gloves and pick up all the trash 
that you find in your neighborhood. Sort out the recyclables and then 
properly dispose of all items. 

Pitch in and make something happen! Join a public club or create 
one of your own. Maybe your school lacks a cartoon sketching 
group, your neighborhood could use an annual dog costume parade, 
or you’re seeking members for your vampire book club. Whatever it 
is, connect with other like-minded folks and revel in your shared 
interests. 

You are the master! Practice a recipe so many times that you no 
longer need the recipe. Pancakes? No problem! Roast chicken? Easy! 
Mashed potatoes? A piece of cake because you've practiced. 

Be a helper! Do something nice for a neighbor or relative like mow 
the lawn, walk a dog, or clean out the gutters. Ask them what would 
be most helpful and do it with joy! Bring happiness and relief to 
someone’s life. 

Make your mark! Try to set a new Guinness World Record, create art 
on a big scale, or bake an absurd number of biscuits. Whatever you 
do, go big! Tell us about it. 

Give someone a thank you note to pass on the appreciation you feel. 
All you need is pen, paper, and the words “Thank you [insert name] 
for [insert reason].” Who has encouraged you in your life? Take your 
note to the next level by making an attractive card, maybe 
embellishing with collage, sketches, or a printmaking technique.  

Interview an elder. Find a friend or grandparent and ask them 
questions you might not have thought to ask before like “How many 
times have you fallen in love?” or “What’s the best thing you’ve ever 
eaten?” 

Go old school and read the newspaper, front to back. Revisit beloved 
comics, try your hand at the crossword and sudoku, and learn about 
what’s happening in our community. 

See the world from someone else’s perspective by reading a book 
written by and about a person from a different culture or background 
from you. What book did you pick? 

Take on a new chore for a week. Make breakfast for your family, 
clean out the kitty’s litter box, or pull dandelions. 

Complete 8 activities to earn this badge



And a One! Two! Three! Teach yourself a dance routine from TikTok 
or a classic music video in order to learn ~moves like Jagger~ or, uh, 
~moves like Charli~ 

Learn a song in another language. Maybe you’ll master the lyrics to 
“Despacitio,” sing along with your favorite K-Pop hit, or learn a 
favorite song in American Sign Language. 

Write a story from the perspective of a character you do not like. You 
never know, maybe even the most despicable villains are relatable 
with the proper backstory? 

Preserve the marvelous person you are today between the pages of 
a book. Start a journal, recording what it feels like to be a teen right 
now in this historic time. Include mementos like movie tickets, 
photos, news clippings, sketches, and stickers. 

Artistic up-cycling: repurpose ANYTHING lying around your house 
into art. Look at an old pizza box in a brand-new light! 

Classic literature might seem like an endless parade of tea parties, 
descriptions of whaling boats, or illustrations of starving Victorian 
children, but you may be surprised by what else you can find. Did 
you know that one of the main characters in Dracula is a Texan 
cowboy? Or that The Outsiders was written by a seventeen-year-old 
girl? Read a “classic” and discover for yourself what amazing things 
are hiding between the pages. 

Dip your toe into a type of art you’ve never tried before. Try the 
painting style gouache, sculpture using cardboard, or even pixel art 
on a computer. There’s a whole world of art out there to explore!  

Honor an age-old tradition and create a self-portrait in the style of a 
well-known artist like Picasso, Kahlo, or Van Gogh. Like these master 
artists, self-portraits do not have to be photo-accurate, but rather a 
reflection of how you see yourself. Take this project to the next level 
by pairing up with a friend to create portraits of each other. How 
does your dear friend see you? 

Read a book and then design a new cover for it. Does your story 
need a map? An illustrated character guide? Fancy end papers? You 
could even write new “blurbs” or reviews for the back cover. If you’re 
working with a library book, make sure to construct your additions 
out of spare paper and not, you know, actually mark up a library 
book. What book did you redesign? 

Complete 8 activities to earn this badge

Become a celestial explorer! You know the Big Dipper, but what 
about all those other star designs? Can you spot Cassiopeia, Draco, 
or Hercules? Challenge yourself to identify three constellations that 
you’ve never found before. Our favorite free stargazing app is Star 
Walk, which displays the astronomical bodies behind your device. 

Have you always wanted to do a handstand but never put in the 
effort to try? Or maybe you’re interested in rock climbing but haven’t 
yet had the chance? Pick a physical activity that’s new or difficult for 
you and try it out. 

Explore the outdoors! Take a hike or go on a nature walk. Notice the 
native flora and fauna you see—can you identify any of them? What 
was the coolest thing you saw? 

Knot it! Try your hand at fishing, climbing, macramé, or sailing knots. 
What knots did you tackle? 

Have you ever sailed the ocean blue? Climbed to the top of Mt. 
Everest? Trekked through a dense jungle? Read an adventure story 
(could be fiction or nonfiction) and be transported instantly 
somewhere new. 

Ever eaten a tomato fresh from the vine or picked a basketful of 
huckleberries? How about farm fresh eggs for breakfast? Eat 
something that has been locally grown or foraged. (Tip: if you eat 
something you’ve grown yourself, you’ll also have completed an 
activity for the Do It Myself badge!) 

Sleep under the stars, waking to dew and birdsong. Set up a tent, 
build a fort, or just toss a couple blankets on the grass and spend the 
night outdoors. Whether you’re in the wilderness or your backyard, 
revel in your natural surroundings. How does it feel to be outside at 
night? 

Go fly a kite! Build your own kite and fly it. Can you make it entirely 
out of items you find at home? Test out different materials and 
shapes to discover what works best. Challenge your friends to a kite-
making contest! 

Make a temporary art installation outside. Rocks, sticks, leaves, pine 
needles, bark, cones, and water are your medium.  

Complete 8 activities to earn this badge

When it’s just you, well then, that’s good too! Learn how to play a 
solo game such as solitaire, quoits, or kakuro for times when you 
don’t have a friend nearby. 

Feeling a bit stressed? Gather some art supplies and just let your 
artistic flow guide you towards relaxation. 

Did you know that newspaper crosswords are arranged throughout 
the week according to level of difficulty—Monday being the easiest 
and Sunday being the hardest? Take a crack at a Sunday crossword 
and see how you do! Or will Wednesdays be more your speed? 
Remember, the more you practice, the better you’ll get. Bonus points 
if you pair your crosswording with fuzzy pjs and a cup of cocoa. 

Re-design a board game so that it includes your favorite fandom. 
Marvel Monopoly? Harry Potter Mafia? Stranger Things Apples to 
Apples? Create the ultimate fan game and challenge your friends or 
family. 

Design a maze! Draw it out on paper, use a maze-building app, or 
build a blanket fort labyrinth! 

Ever been unhappy with the way a story ended? With choose-your-
own-adventure stories, the reader gets to pick the plotlines from a 
variety of choices. Write a choose-your-own-adventure story or 
comic and explore all the possibilities! 

Create this summer’s bop by mixing-and-matching the lyrics from 
three existing songs. Will your Frankenstein song have a deep 
personal meaning, or be complete nonsense? You decide! 

Do you dream of being the next Nikola Tesla, Temple Grandin, or 
George Washington Carver? Research your favorite inventor and 
then try your hand at inventing something. Maybe you’ll devise the 
perfect cookie recipe, design a rad cosplay, or build a canoe out of 
bubble wrap. What did you make? 

Make a fitness game out of your favorite tv show. Five burpees every 
time Adora transforms into She-Ra? Ten squats every time Eleven 
gets a bloody nose? Jumping jacks every time Dwight yells 
“Michael”? Binge watch a full season and get mad gains. 

Do you favor comic books or dystopian novels? Find yourself reading 
just one genre? Read a book outside of your usual comfort zone. 
Who knows, maybe you’ll uncover a new love of true crime or scifi.  

Complete 8 activities to earn this badge


