
May 16, 2022 
 
Flathead County Commission 
800 S. Main, Room 302 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
Sent by email 
 
 
 
Dear Commissioners Abell, Brodehl, and Holmquist, 
 
Please find attached my application for library board trustee. 
 
I am excited about the opportunity to serve ImagineIF. My parents took me to the library when I 
was young, and I never stopped going. Wherever I live or visit, I look to libraries for a view to 
times, places, and ideas, or just a welcoming space to reflect and explore the stacks.  
 
When I worked in Chicago, I thrilled at the opening of the Harold Washington Library Center — 
just under a million square feet of book bliss. Visiting my brother and sister-in-law in Anaconda, 
I go to the Hearst Free Library. In Beijing, I arranged a bookbinding apprenticeship at the 
National Library of China, in the country where books were invented. My dream came true. 
 
Yet there was a rub: I learned from my co-workers that the library didn’t allow just anyone to 
come in, and it didn’t allow items to be borrowed. I realized how special American libraries are. 
 
As one of the few free, public spaces devoted to providing information, American libraries, 
including ImagineIF, stand out as beacons of learning. 
 
I seek to put my enthusiasm, skills, and interests to work for ImagineIF so all patrons can feel 
welcome — even energized — in visiting the library and using library services.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
 
 
 
Margaret E. Davis 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ImagineIF Libraries Board Member Application Form 
 Name: Margaret E. Davis  Address:   Phone:   Email:  
 

1. How did you learn about the open position on the Library Board? 
 
I saw an ad for a Library Board Vacancy. 
 

2. In what ways do you feel connected to the library’s mission? 
 
Obtaining a library card was one of the first tasks I undertook when I moved to Kalispell last fall. 
Before that, I was a regular visitor and user of ImagineIF library services on frequent trips to the 
Flathead over the last 13-plus years, including a month every summer. Last summer, my teenage 
son, my mom, and I attended the library fundraiser at Heron Park, “Stories and Starlight.” 
 
As a lifelong avid reader, I believe in the mission of the library to engage and encourage a wide 
range of people interested in pursuing information. As a kid who practically grew up in the 
Helena library, I had free access to the entire collection, and a safe environment in which to 
explore it. The Helena library opened the world to me. I would like to ensure that users of 
ImagineIF libraries receive the same opportunities.  
 
In addition, as a bookbinder, I believe in books — the world’s oldest communications device — 
and their ability to offer understanding, entertainment, and enlightenment, often transcending 
space, time, and national borders in the process.  
 

3. Why are you interested in serving on the Board?   
 
Libraries are a unique public, noncommercial, and nonpartisan realm providing knowledge, 
insight, and community connection to all visitors regardless of age, background, income, or 
belief. They evidence principles embraced by our country’s founders. 
 
Last summer I visited the new Missoula Public Library and saw the achievement by that 
institution. With Flathead County the fastest growing county in the state, ImagineIF has a chance 
to build on its history as a high-quality institution and meet the needs of both established and 
new library visitors. 
 
At last week’s library event, where I met library director Ashley Cummins and the new 
foundation director, Adam Tunnell, I came away with optimism about the future of ImagineIF 
and a strong desire to play a part in it. 
 

4. Do you have any previous leadership or board service experience?  Please provide 
information about current and previous board experience. 

 
Previously I have served on boards of the Northwest China Council (late 1990s-2007), four 
neighborhood associations and the Central Northeast Neighbors city coalition in Portland, 
Oregon (late 1990s-2021), and other grassroots and nonprofit groups (United Neighborhoods for 
Reform, Em Space letterpress printers cooperative). Before that, I helped organize a fundraiser 
for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation in Chicago, and held positions at newspapers and magazines 



in Portland, Beijing, and Chicago, where I oversaw the work and training of new employees, and 
represented the publications at events and in media interviews. 
 

5. What kinds of skills or expertise can you offer to the Board?  How will the 
organization benefit from your participation? 

 
Through my volunteer and work experience, I have learned to listen, creatively problem-solve, 
and work toward positive outcomes by building consensus and laying groundwork. 
 
I learned more about managing change and conflict and working with people while earning an 
MBA (2019-2021). I will apply these lessons in efforts to align board intention, rebuild public 
trust, and increase ImagineIF’s standing in the community. The more library users ImagineIF 
can attract, the more it can show its value, and the stronger and more useful the institution will 
become. 
 
ImagineIF will benefit from my enthusiasm and love for libraries, and my commitment to all that 
libraries stand for: free and safe access to information for all. 
 

6. Will your schedule allow you to regularly attend board meetings? And, participate in 
committee work between meetings? 

 
Yes, I can attend regularly, and I can participate in committee work between meetings. 
 

7. Our trustees are all certified through the Montana State Library and attend trainings 
both locally and at the State level. 
http://libraries.msl.mt.gov/library development/certification 
Will your schedule allow you to attend trainings? 

 
Yes, I can attend trainings. 
 
Please provide three references who could speak to your ability to serve on the 
ImagineIF Libraries Board of Trustees: 
 
 Name: Melissa Wells  Title: events coordinator at Kalico Art Center  Phone:   Email address:     Name: Fred Leeson  Title: journalist (retired)/former president of Architectural Heritage Center  Phone:   Email address:     Name: Joan McGuire  Title: magazine art director  Phone:   Email address:  




